REMARKS 

Applicants respectfully request that the above-identified application be re-examined. 

The June 30, 2005 Office Action ("Office Action 11 ) in the above-identified application 
objected to the term "near" in Claims 30, 38 and, 68 as being a relative term that renders the 
claims indefinite. In this regard, the language of Claims 30, 38, and 68 has been modified to 
eliminate the word "near" and replace the term with the wording "in directories associated with." 
Applicants respectfully submit that this change eliminates the alleged indefiniteness of 
Claims 30, 38, and 68 with regard to the inclusion of the word "near." The Office Action also 
objected to the limitation "the user" in line 2 of Claims 30, 31, 38, and 39. For purposes of 
examination, the limitation was interpreted to read "a user." In this regard, "the user" has been 
changed to "a user" in line 2 of Claims 30, 31, 38, and 39, thereby rendering this objection moot. 

The Office Action also rejected Claims 1-79 under 35U.S.C. § 102(a) as being 
anticipated by a publication titled "Windows XP Application Compatibility Technologies" by 
David Morehouse and Todd Phillips ("Article"). In response, attached hereto are two 
declarations Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.31. One declaration is by two of the inventors, namely Donald 
J. Munsil and Corneliu I. Lupu. The declaration clearly states that the invention described and 
claimed in this patent application was actually reduced to practice prior to June 1, 2001, the 
publication date of the Article. More specifically, the declaration states that computer code for 
carrying out the invention described and claimed in the present patent application was created 
and used to operate computer devices prior to June 1, 2001. The declaration also states that the 
invention described and claimed in the present patent application was developed for inclusion in 
the Windows XP operating system developed by the employer of the inventors, namely, 
Microsoft Corporation, the assignee of the present patent application. The declarations further 
state that the computer code for carrying out the invention described and claimed in the present 
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patent application was included in versions of the Windows XP operating system in existence \ 
prior to Junel, 2001. As evidence of the actual reduction to practice, the declarations state that 
the computer code was used to create the screenshots included in the Article. Since the computer 
code was used to create the screenshots included in the Article, it is clear that the invention was 
actually reduced to practice prior to the date of the Article. 

Also enclosed is a second declaration by one of the authors of the Article, namely, David 
Morehouse. The latter declaration states that the Article was prepared as part of Mr. 
Morehouse's employment duties at Microsoft Corporation, and that the Article describes 
technologies disclosed to Mr. Morehouse by others at Microsoft Corporation. The declaration 
specifically states that the technologies described in the Article were not invented by Mr. 
Morehouse or his co-author, Todd Phillips. The declaration goes on to state that the technologies 
described in the Article was included in test versions of the Windows XP operating system being 
developed by Microsoft Corporation as evidenced by the screenshots included in the Article, 
which were obtained from computing devices running test versions of the Windows XP 
operating system. 

In summary, the Article, copies of which are attached to both declarations, describes 
subject matter invented by others at Microsoft Corporation, namely, the inventors identified in 
the present application. The subject matter of the present application was both conceived and 
actually reduced to practice prior to the publication date of the Article. As a result, applicants 
submit that the Article is not a valid reference and cannot be used to reject the claims of the 
present application. Since the Article was the only basis for rejecting the claims in the Office 
Action, applicants respectfully submit that this application is in condition for allowance. 
Consequently, early and favorably action allowing this application and passing it to issue is 
respectfully solicited. 
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If the Examiner has any questions, the Examiner is invited to contact applicants' attorney 
at the number set forth below. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CHRISTENSEN O'CONNOR 
JOHNSQ$ KINDNESS PLLC 




jiess 

Registration No. 22,178 
Direct Dial No. 206.695.1702 
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Enclosures: 

Declaration of D.L Munsil and CI. Lupu 
Declaration of D. Morehouse 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service in a sealed envelope as first 
class mail with postage thereon fully prepaid and addressed to Mail Stop Amendment, Commissioner for Patents, 
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on the below date. 

Date: 
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